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Back in September . . .
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Public concern about
Brexit was rising as
we reached end of
transition period, and
views of likelihood of
positive outcome were
declining.

Getting things right on
trade, and security
cooperation critical, but
also routes to
collaborating on world
problems like COVID
and Climate change
also of importance.

Britons didn’t want to
withdraw from global
affairs/become
isolationist, and most
people still thought a
close relationship with
EU was important.
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Brexit fell in public importance after the UK and EU
agreed a trade deal at the end of 2020
What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?
Top mentions %
90%

60%

Coronavirus/Pandemic

Economy
30%

26%

EU/Brexit
NHS
Poverty/inequality
Immigration

0%
Mar 2011

Mar 2012

Mar 2013

Mar 2014

Mar 2015

Mar 2016

Base: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Mar 2017

Mar 2018

Mar 2019

Mar 2020

Mar 2021

Source: Ipsos MORI Issues Index

How does the
reality
compare to
the
expectations?
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Most people have not noticed any impact of Brexit in their daily
lives yet
And
do you
personally
knowexit
someone
whose
job oryour
business
hasbetter
been or
positively
orhas
negatively
To what
extent
has Britain’s
from the
EU made
daily life
worse, or
it
impacted
by Britain’s exit from the EU?
made no difference?

61/4
in 10
has made
saysay
thatit they
know no
difference
to their daily
someone personally
life.
3 injob
10 say
it has made
whose
or business
has
their
life worse.
beendaily
negatively
affected.

Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 12 – 15 March 2021
*
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Most think Brexit is going as well as expected but Remain
voters are more negative
Regardless of how you voted in the EU referendum, do you believe Britain’s exit from the EU
is working out better or worse, or about the same as you expected?

16%

Among all

Remain voters

7%

Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 12 – 15 March 2021
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46%
28%

Leave voters

Worse

About the same as expected

Better

42%

27%
54%
45%

11%

The top most positive outcome of leaving the EU is Britain
gaining control over its laws and regulations
Regardless of how you voted in the EU referendum, which two or three, if any, of these do you see as the most
positive outcomes of Britain leaving the EU?
24%
22%
21%
19%
18%

Britain gaining control over its laws and regulations
Britain being able to respond to the Covid-19 pandemic better

Britain being able to make its own decisions generally
Britain gaining the ability to make independent international trade agreements
Britain gaining greater control over immigration and borders

14%

EU laws and regulations no longer applying to Britain

11%
10%
10%
8%

Britain being able to support its economy and businesses more effectively
Britain being able to respond to new challenges and opportunities more quickly
Britain recovering money from EU membership fees
Less news coverage of Britain’s exit from the EU

6%

British people feeling prouder of their country

Britain gaining international influence
Britain’s exit from the EU happening at all
Greater national focus on areas and groups that voted to leave the EU
Fewer divisions in British society
Other
None of these - there are no positive outcomes

Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 12 – 15 March 2021
*
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4%
4%
3%
2%
1%
19%

Regaining control of laws and regulations is the top positive
outcome of Brexit for Leave voters
Regardless of how you voted in the EU referendum, which two or three, if any, of these do you see as the
most positive outcomes of Britain leaving the EU?

Top five positive outcomes for 2016 Leave voters
Britain gaining control over its
laws and regulations

Britain gaining greater control
over immigration and borders

Britain gaining the ability to make
independent international trade
agreements

Britain being able to make its
own decisions generally
Britain being able to respond to
the Covid-19 pandemic better

39%
31%

© Ipsos | March 2021

None of these - there are no
positive outcomes
Britain being able to respond to
the Covid-19 pandemic better

37%
20%

31%

Britain gaining control over its
laws and regulations

15%

31%

Britain being able to make its own
decisions generally

15%

30%

Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 2016 Remain voters (939), Leave voters (859), 12 – 15 March 2021,
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Top five positive outcomes for 2016 Remain voters

Britain gaining the ability to make
independent international trade
agreements

14%

The top negative outcome of Brexit is increased barriers to
trade between the UK and EU
Regardless of how you voted in the EU referendum, which two or three, if any, of these do you see as the most
negative outcomes of Britain leaving the EU?
28%

Increased barriers to trade between the UK and the EU

25%

The end of freedom of movement between the UK and the EU

19%
17%
17%

Less international cooperation between the UK and EU
Increased divisions between the nations of the UK (Scotland, Northern Ireland,…
The uncertainty caused by the process of the UK leaving the EU
Reduced protections for workers’ rights

10%
10%
10%
9%
9%
8%
8%

Britain’s exit from the EU happening at all
People in other countries feeling less favourable towards British people
Britain leaving EU programmes (such as the Erasmus student exchange programme)

Increased divisions in British society
Britain losing international influence
Less support being available for parts of the economy or British businesses
Fewer environmental protections
Reduced protections for consumer rights
Britain having a worse response to the Covid-19 pandemic
British people feeling less proud of their country
Other (please specify)
None of these - there are no negative outcomes
Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 12 – 15 March 2021
*
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6%
5%
5%
4%
2%
13%

Loss of freedom of movement is the top negative outcome
of Brexit for Remain voters
Regardless of how you voted in the EU referendum, which two or three, if any, of these do you see as the
most negative outcomes of Britain leaving the EU?

Top five negative outcomes for 2016 Leave voters
None of these - there are
no negative outcomes

Increased barriers to trade
between the UK and the EU
Increased divisions
between the nations of the
UK
Less international
cooperation between the UK
and EU
The uncertainty caused by
the process of the UK
leaving the EU

28%
25%

19%
18%
17%

Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 2016 Remain voters (939), Leave voters (859), 12 – 15 March 2021,
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Top five negative outcomes for 2016 Remain voters
The end of freedom of
movement between the UK
and the EU

40%

Increased barriers to trade
between the UK and the EU
Less international
cooperation between the UK
and EU

35%

22%

Increased divisions between
the nations of the UK

19%

Britain’s exit from the EU
happening at all

19%

Most people think negotiations over Britain’s future
relationship with the EU will continue in the next few years
Which of the statements below, if any, is closest to your opinion about the future relationship between the UK and
the EU over the next few years?

11%
Britain’s future relationship
with the EU is now mostly
decided, and will hardly
change over the next few
years

Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 12 – 15 March 2021
*
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27%
The broad outlines of Britain’s future
relationship with the EU will not
change much over the next few years,
but there are still some important
areas left to decide

44%
There are still many important
issues to finalise in Britain’s future
relationship with the EU, which will
mean lots more negotiations over
the next few years

Most people expect food prices to become more expensive as
a result of Brexit
Do you think that Britain’s exit from the EU will make food prices more expensive than they would
have been if Britain had stayed in the EU, cheaper, or will it make little difference?
Don’t know

A lot cheaper
A little cheaper

Will make little difference

1%

4%

9%

17%

25%
44%

Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 12 – 15 March 2021
© Ipsos | March 2021
*
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A lot more expensive

A little more expensive

Most think going on holiday in the EU will become more difficult due to Brexit,
but few say they will go on holiday elsewhere in the world due to Brexit
Do you think that Britain’s exit from the EU will make it more difficult to go on holiday to the EU than if
Britain had stayed in the EU, easier, or will it make no difference?

Easier than before

4%

Will make little difference

32%

More difficult than before

55%

And has Britain’s exit from the EU made it more likely that you will go on holiday abroad to parts of the world
outside the EU than if Britain had stayed in the EU, less likely, or will it make no difference?

Less likely

11%
Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 12 – 15 March 2021
*
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No difference

65%

More likely

15%

Similar to 2020, a majority think that the number of EU migrants
entering the UK will now decrease
Now that the UK has left the European Union, do you think the number of migrants entering the UK from
the following countries will increase, decrease or remain the same?

From EU countries
Increase a lot
2021 4%

Increase a little Stay the same

9%

27%

2020 2% 6%

27%

Decrease a little

Decrease a lot

33%

17%

36%

16%

From countries outside the EU
2021
2020

8%
7%

17%
16%

Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 12 – 15 March 2021
*
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41%
39%

16%
17%

7%
6%

Britons expect transportation and haulage, agriculture and the
automotive industry to be most negatively impacted by Brexit
To what extent do you think Britain’s exit from the EU will have a positive impact, negative impact or no
impact on each of these sectors of the British economy?

Positive impact
Transportation and haulage

14%

17%
24%

Agriculture (including fishing)
Automotive industry
Other manufacturing

18%

58%
17%

47%

24%

44%

25%

38%

Hospitality and leisure (e.g. hotels, pubs, restaurants, tourism
and leisure companies)
Creative industries (e.g. arts and culture, film and television,
advertising and marketing companies)

19%

37%

31%

Pharmaceuticals

19%

34%

31%

18%

37%

30%

Financial services and insurance
The National Health Service
Professional services (e.g. legal services, accountancy,
consultancy)
Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 12 – 15 March 2021
*

15

16%

Negative impact

No impact
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21%

23%
17%

32%

40%
47%

36%

26%
21%

What impact will
Britain's
relationship with
the EU have over
the next five to ten
years?
And now thinking about the
next five to ten years, what
impact do you think Britain’s
relationship with the
European Union will have
on…

Positive impact

It will make no difference

British society and culture
2021

27%

2020

27%
29%

2021

27%

2020

33%

27%
30%

18%

41%

18%

44%

Britain’s defence and security

25%

2021

22%

2020

35%
34%

27%
32%

Your own life
2020

17%
18%

Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 12 – 15 March 2021
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35%

Britain’s economy

2021

16

Negative impact

47%
41%

29%
29%

But of course Brexit
has not taken place in
a vacuum
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And how Britain has
flexed its sovereignty
has been under the
spotlight
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Britons think that Brexit made Britain’s response to
Covid-19 better
To what extent do you think that Britain’s exit from the EU has made Britain’s response to the
Covid-19 pandemic better, worse or has it made no difference?

Better

40%

Among all

31%

Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 2016 Remain voters (939), Leave voters (859), 12 – 15 March 2021,
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38%
62%

Leave voters

Remain voters

Worse

Made no difference

41%

14%
30%
22%

5%

UK government’s handling of the vaccination programme seen
as a comparative success, handling of national lockdowns less
so
How well do you think that the UK government and governments of countries in the EU have
handled their responses to the Covid-19 pandemic in each of these areas?
UK handled this better
than the EU

The response to the
Covid-19 pandemic
overall
National
lockdowns
Covid-19 vaccination
programmes

Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 12 – 15 March 2021
*
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36%
28%

The UK and the EU have
handled this equally well

23%
24%

UK handled worse
than the EU

32%
38%
67%

14%

12%

Remain voters think that the EU handled the response to the Covid-19
pandemic overall better than the UK while Leave voters think the UK
handled all aspects better
How well do you think that the UK government and governments of countries in the EU have handled their
responses to the Covid-19 pandemic in each of these areas?

2016 Remain voters
The response to the Covid-19
pandemic overall
National lockdowns

The UK and the EU have
handled this equally well

UK handled this better
than the EU

25%
17%

23%
23%

UK handled this
worse than the EU

44%
51%

Covid-19 vaccination
programmes

65%

14%

15%

2016 Leave voters
The response to the Covid-19
pandemic overall
National lockdowns
Covid-19 vaccination
programmes
Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 2016 Remain voters (939), Leave voters (859), 12 – 15 March 2021,
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56%
43%

22%
24%

17%
25%
83%

8%

6%

Half of Britons think that the Covid-19 pandemic and responses by the UK
and EU have moved the UK and EU further apart
Do you think that the Covid-19 pandemic and the responses of the UK government and
governments of countries in the EU have moved the UK and the EU closer together, further
apart, or has it made no difference?

A lot closer
together

A little closer
together

2% 6%

Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 12 – 15 March 2021
*
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35%

Make no
difference

33%

A little further
apart

A lot further
apart

15%

So what does
this mean for
future relations?
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Half of Britons think that the Covid-19
pandemic and responses by the UK and EU
have moved the UK and EU further apart
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The proportion
saying Europe is
Britain’s most
important
relationship fell to
just three in ten in
2021
Which of these, if any –
Europe, the Commonwealth
or the United States of
America– is the most
important to Britain?

March 2021
September 2020

30%
Europe

April 2019

26%

18%
19%
15%

The United States of America

None of these

Base: 2,151 Online British adults aged 16-75, 12 – 15 March 2021
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20%
23%

The Commonwealth

Don’t know

25

41%
39%

6%
4%
6%
20%
15%
17%

There are stark differences in opinion between leave and
remain voters
Which of these, if any – Europe, the Commonwealth or the United States of America – is the most
important to Britain?

By 2019 General Election vote
Conservative voters

Europe

The United States
of America

The Commonwealth

By 2016 EU Referendum vote
Labour voters

18%
43%
26%
18%

Europe

The United States
of America
37%

19%

Leave voters

The Commonwealth

Base: 2,151 Online British adults aged 16-75, 2019 Conservative voters (586), Labour voters (584), 2016 Remain voters (868), Leave voters (741), 12-15 March 2021
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Remain voters

16%
47%
26%

14%
35%
18%

The perceived importance of Europe to Britain has fallen especially among
Remain voters and Labour voters
Which of these, if any – Europe, the Commonwealth or the United States of
America – is the most important to Britain?

2021
2020

2019 Labour voters

2016 Remain voters

Europe

Europe
43%

2021
58%

2020

Base: 2021: 2,151 Online British adults aged 16-75, 2019 Conservative voters (586), Labour voters (584), 2016 Remain voters (868), Leave voters (741), 12-15 March 2021
2020: 1,081 Online British adults aged 16-75, 2019 Conservative voters (302), Labour voters (355), 2016 Remain voters (475), Leave voters (378), 10-14 September 2020
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47%

62%

But four in five still think it will be important for Britain to
maintain a close relationship
Now Britain has left the European Union, how important, if at all, do you think it will be for Britain to
maintain a close relationship with the EU?

Not very/at all important

Very/fairly important

March 2021

78%

13%

September 2020

78%

15%

77%

15%

April 2019

Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 12 – 15 March 2021
*
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But just two in five think a close relationship between Britain
and the EU is likely – down from a majority in 2019 but
slightly higher than 2020
And how likely, if at all, do you think it is that Britain and the EU will have a close relationship now Britain
has left?

Not very/at all likely

Very/fairly likely

March 2021

41%

44%

September 2020

39%

49%

April 2019

52%
Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 12 – 15 March 2021
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34%

And whilst the vision of ‘global
Britain’ continues to evolve,
closer to home the underlying
values/divides that drove Brexit
will still exist…

30
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The values divide behind Brexit on cultural issues remains
Thinking about your views of society in general, how much do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
2016 Leave
voters

2016 Remain
voters

% Net Agree

Difference

For some crimes, the death penalty is the most appropriate sentence

+42

-18

60

I feel that I am more a citizen of the world than a citizen of my country

-33

+20

53

+65

+18

47

+17

+64

47

What people call ‘political correctness’ is actually a good thing

-40

+3

43

I would rather put trust in the ordinary people than the opinions of
experts and intellectuals

+11

-23

34

Things in Britain were better in the past

+32

+1

31

Young people today don’t have enough respect for traditional British
values
Having a mix of people in the area makes it a more enjoyable place to
live

Base: 2021: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 2016 Remain voters (939), Leave voters (859), 12-15 March 2021
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Brexit identities have softened since 2019 with the proportion
with fairly/very strong Brexit identities falling from 81% to 68%
Would you call yourself a very strong Remainer/Leaver, fairly strong or not very strong?

2019

2021

55%

35%
32%
26%
17%
5%

10%
7%

Very strong

Fairly strong

Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 12 – 15 March 2021
*
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Not very strong

11%

1%

Don't know

None

But Brexit identities are still stronger than party identities with
68% of Britons having fairly/very strong Brexit identities
compared to 48% with a fairly/very strong party identity
Would you call yourself a very strong Remainer/Leaver, fairly strong or not very strong?

Brexit identity

Party identity

36%

35%
32%

25%
17%

16%

9%

13%
10%

2%

Very strong

Fairly strong

Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 12 – 15 March 2021
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Not very strong

Don't know

None

Remain and Leave voters remain as negative about each other
as in 2019
“Feeling thermometer” ratings, from 0 (coldest) to 100 (warmest)
Among Remain
supporters
2021: Remain voters 72
2019: Remain voters 71

Among Leave
supporters
Warmer,
more
positive

Colder,
more
negative
2021: Leave voters 19
2019: Leave voters 19

71 2019: Leave voters
66 2021: Leave voters

23 2021: Remain voters
23 2019: Remain voters

Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 2016 Remain voters (939), Leave voters (859), 12 – 15 March 2021,
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And whether Britain should rejoin the EU is divisive
Thinking about your views of society in general, how much do you agree or disagree with the
following statements?
I would like to see Britain rejoin the EU in the next 10 years

Agree

35%

Among all

Leave voters

9%

12%

Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 2016 Remain voters (939), Leave voters (859), 12 – 15 March 2021,
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20%

37%

74%

Remain voters

35

Disagree

Neither agree nor disagree

63%

19%

11%

Key takeaways

36

1.

2.

3.

Brexit is very much
still on the public’s
radar, though some of
the anticipated
personal impacts have
yet to be felt

In spite of the tense
exchanges between
UK and EU playing out
in the public eye the
majority of Brits still
want a close
relationship with EU

The underlying value
divides which drove
Brexit are still very
much at play and
visible in society
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